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hospitals can help prevent firearm injuries. Health care providers are uniquely positioned to
educate families about the risks associated with
unsecured firearms.



http://www.childrenshospitals.org/firearmsafety

Webinars

Advancing Pediatric Firearm Injury
Prevention - Available On Demand

Using Virtual Reality for Firearm
Injury Prevention Training -
June 4, 2 pm et
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Practice-Based Scholar, Center for
Violence Prevention
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Goals and Objectives

Name three ways unsecured firearms increase risk for
youth firearm fatalities

Identify most common barriers to firearm safety
implementation in clinical practice

Apply a harm reduction, patient-centered,
collaborative approach to safe storage counseling and
gun lock distribution

@,I Children’s Hospital
¢« I of Philadelphia

Center for Violence Prevention



Gun Safety Program
CHOP Center for Violence Prevention

“Keep youth safer from firearm injury and death
through education and distribution of
free gun locking devices”

Children’s Hospital
d 1 of Philadelphia

Community Gun Safety

Clinical Gun Safety Program Education and Outreach Program



Overview: This Is our lane

 Background and evidence for HCP role
* Program overview
* Implementation

@ Children’s Hospital

« Clinical tips and pearls 1 of Philadelphia

Center for Violence Prevention



GUNS SALES SET RECORDS

Estimated number of guns sold in the United States
By Year New administration
George Floyd

San Jan 6th

Sandy Bernadino

Hook

Covid-19

https://www.brookings.edu

» 46% of firearm owners practice safe storage
» 4.6 million children living with unsecured firearms



YOUTH IMPACT

Suicide: 4 — 10x

» 82% family member’s gun?
» 90% completion rate

37%

Unintentional shootings: 4x S CDC Wonder Data 2021

» 81% family member’s gun?
» 2.5y0 strong enough to pull trigger

Violent crime: 380,000 lost / stolen per year

» Sold away from legal market
> 3x - 9x more likely in violent crime?

1Johnson R et al, 2010, Suicide and Life-Threatening Behavior
103Vaishnav et al,, 2023, Injury Epidemiology
SRobinson SL et al, 2024, Injury Epidemiology
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AAP Policy Statement

2027

“Removal of firearms from the home,
which is Theenwestayiotective

measygradary B ifongly

advisable in spme |s6eRaros, may not
be accep\}vallm%gtr ﬁﬂ'se’vable for

many firearm-owning families.”



HARM REDUCTION APPROACH
“Good, Better, Best”

Least Safe @@=
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Unlocked and

unloaded;
ammunition
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*Courtesy Rinad Beidas PhD
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safe, loaded
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Most Safe

Locked,
unloaded,
separate
from
ammunition

Children’s Hospital

¢« I of Philadelphia

Center for Violence Prev

ention
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STORAGE DEVICES

Trigger lock
+ Inexpensive
- Weapon can be loaded

Cable Lock
+ Inexpensive
+ Weapon must be unloaded

Safe

+ Most secure

- EXxpensive

- Weapon can be loaded

@ Children’s Hospital
¢« I of Philadelphia

Center for Violence Prevention



Healthcare Provider Counseling is Effective
(not enough to teach the kids!)!

Barkin et al 20082
124 primary peds offices
21.4% increase In storing firearm locked

Rowhani-Rahbar et al 2016 systematic review?
Distributing free locking device critical ingredient

Hoskins et al 20214

Safer storage intervention highly acceptable
« Trust pediatrician advice

« Tangible resources

IHimle et al, 2004, Pediatrics

2Barkin et al, 2008, Pediatrics

3 Rowhani-Rahbar et al, 2016, Epidemiologic Reviews
4Hoskins et al, 2022, Journal of Applied Research on Children



Gun Safety at CHOP 2019 - present

5 Primary Care practices

Injury Prevention Adolescent Initiative

4 Security hubs Community Impact PICU

l “Chair’s Initiative” grant

Amb Behavioral Health ipv Il NICU
Rehab Medicine § Network expansion

NIH Inpatient Trial

16 ‘ Standardized *** Flexible *** Shared Data‘




Firearm Safety in Clinical Care
Program Components

Provider
Education

EHR
Documentation

Patient Device
Education Distribution

@ Children’s Hospital
¢« I of Philadelphia

Center for Violence Prevention



EHR Documentation
Standardized...

“As part of our safety counseling, we talk to all families about keeping children
safe from firearms in the places where they live and play”

Is there ever a firearm in or around your home(s) or car(s)?

Is there ever a firearm in other places your child spends time, such as
friends or relatives’ homes? (BH only)

Are all firearms stored locked?

Are all firearms stored unloaded?
Was safety education or device given today?

Flexible...
' ' Pre-visit Universal
Notewriter Smartlist Scr_eener Offering Nur§|ng £4
ED, BH Ambulatory HlE PICU Inpatient RO1

18 Care
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Communication Materials

Patient Education

GUN

SAFETY

Tips from
CHOP experts

CHILDREN ARE SAFEST IN A HOME WITHOUT A GUN.
If you have a gun in your home, keep children safe by following this advice.
+ Store all guns unloaded, locked and out of sight.

+ Store all bullets separately and keep them locked and out of sight

There are many options to store your gun safely. Keep keys and combination codes hidden and secure.

mw

Cabie lock Gun safe

TALK ABOUT GUN SAFETY WITH YOUR CHILDREN, FAMILY MEMBERS AND
COMMUNITY MEMBERS
+ Ifyour child sees a gun, tell them to not touch it, move away from the area and tell a grown-up immediately.

« Ask family members and friends about guns in their homes and how they are stored before your child goes to visit
Here are some i for getting the ion started:

- Normalize the discussion by asking about firearms along with other common safety issues such as pool safety,
bike helmets, car seats and food allergies

Say that your pediatrician suggested you ask, or that you saw it on a parenting website.

- Mention that your child is naturally curious and loves to explore.

DID YOU KNOW?
+ Fircarms are the leading cause of death for kids ages 1-19 in the US.'
+ Playing with a gun is the most common cause of accidental gun deaths among children.*

+ Threc outof four kids ages 5-14 know where guns are kept in the home.*

* A3-year-old is strong enough to pull the trigger of 1 handgun*

+ Most cases of childhood suicide involve a family member's unlocked gun.*

Sean the QR code foe abditiond
drescurans, induding s video
demcestrating how to e gass locks and

e Tock bosus, or vidt
visdenoe chojidu, un-safity-reources
Children's Hospital

of Philadelphia Lostrevivsed April 2025

Posters / Snapcomm’s

SAFE GUN STORAGE
SAVES CHILDREN'S LIVES

All guns should be stored unloaded, locked,
separate from ammunition, and out of sight. d
To help keep children safe, CHOP has gun locks s

available for distribution to families. \

Interested in receiving a gun lock or learning
more about safe storage? Speak to your
healthcare provider for additional information.

If you have a gun in the house,
it should be stored securely.

* 80% of teens who attempt suicide
with a gun use a family gun.

* Store all guns unleaded, locked, separate
from ammunition and out of sight,

Free gun locks are available. Ask your healthcare provider.

Haspltal
ik

SAFE GUN STORAGE
SAVES CHILDREN'S LIVES

All guns should be stored unloaded, locked,
separate from ammunition, and out of sight.

To help keep children safe, CHOP has gun locks
available for distribution to families.

Interested in receiving a gun lock or learning more -
about safe storage? Speak to your healthcare provider
for additional information.




Barriers and Challenges

/I—Iumanl’2

Intrusiveness

Privacy

\_

;H.

Confrontation

Time

Lack of knowledge

/

/Systems

Range of settings

IS programming

\_

Funding!

~

Supply and distribution

Data

/

21 1Hoops et al, 2019, Prev Med
2Butkus et al, 2014, Ann Intern Med



Addressing Human Factors:
Provider Education

Context of safety
» Gun safety, not gun control

Collaborative, nonjudgmental approach
»\We share the same goals!

Speak from what we know

» Experts in child behavior,
development

Educate ourselves
»Local laws, language

Navigating caregiver concerns

@ Children’s Hospital
¢« 1§ of Philadelphia

22 Center for Violence Prevention
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Provider Education Session

CHOP Residents
Pre and Post Firearm Safety Education
100
90 97 100
80
70
60
50 61
40
30
20
10
0
HCP's should be involved | know how to screen | feel confident
counseling
® Pre (n=104) mPost (n=85)

Delivered over 8 sessions 2024-2025

» Integrated into residency curriculum
» 710 health care providers trained over 34 live sessions

» Video in process



Addressing logistical challenges:
Chair’s Initiative grant

“Support innovation, improvement and collaboration
throughout and beyond Children’s Hospital”

® O 00O

& G
Expert Priority

advisory access to

team resources

Central supply

Salary support IS team Health Equity Digital Services
Cable locks QI Advisor Development Marketing
Data Analyst Implementation -, mmunications
Leadership

Patient/Family Svcs
Development
Govt Affairs



Screening Rates: Primary Care

Firearm Safety Assessment

Is there ever a firearm inor  RES No Not Asked Declined
around the patient's home(s)
or car?

Are ALL firearms stored Yes No Unsure | Declined
locked?

Are ALL firearms stored Yes No Unsure | Declined
unloaded?

Rate of Encounters screened for a firearm

- Primary Care

Pre-visit
49 PC Prompt Chan..
1e8.0% | screener
: 94.4% 92.8% ooin
89.8% -
! o _ 89.8% 893z %
4.4%
1 89.2% 89.2%
707% _DL0% I BL1®  gp3y
50.0% ——— -
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I 1
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| 1
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Eligible encounters = WCC visits age newborn — 12yo



Device Distribution

Was safety information ora  Education GunLock LockBox  Declined
safety device provided
today? (select all that apply)

Additional Information

IGun Safety Handout (English) Gun Safety Handout (Spanish)
Encounters w/ Gun Locks Distributed Gun Locks Distributed: Security and Safety Center
MW ED Behavicoral Health W Family Connects W DCABPS Adolescent Initiative W Security M Safety Center
B Primary Care PICU HMHK Home Care 98
968
B . .
E Pre-visit
% screener
2 o
[Z] -
=l B
[ = —
5 45
E 458 é
£ p
5
£
o
&
‘5
=
? ° 3 3 ™ 3 s ) o
0 Hh Y Y HE , Y Hh v o
¥ 5 B o @-G! & ¥ & \Ng‘
Encounter Month * _ Site Name Month *  Site ¥

» 10,600 locks distributed since inception
» 70% to injury “hot spots™

26
1 Work in progress, Anireddy Reddy MD MSHP
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PICU (127)

HCP Acceptability

obbs Creek! We give
we run out and we

re offering a small

“Big thanks from C
out so many locks that
like to think that we @

piece of protection.”

“I feel like, in some small way, we are
directly working to help limit gun
accidents and violence.”

d agun lock/safes at home
ves houses where the k’l’dS
his program!

4 had a family that ha

]
but took them for rela
go to play --- So glad we have t

“Giving out gun locks feels good right now.
Appreciate all the efforts to help with the
gun deaths.”

DCAPBS (60) Primary Care (27)




Caregiver Survey (n = 434)*

100%

90%

80%

70%

60%

50% 96%

40% 87%

30%

. 50%
20% 36%
10% 25%
0% [ 200 |
First time HCP Do you find it Store firearm  Remove firearm  Use lock to Give lock to
offered acceptable? more securely secure firearm  someone else
resources?
|
Do you intend to....?

. @ Children’s Hospital
*Lock recipients PICU and ED ¢ 1 of Philadelphig

29 In collaboration with Anireddy Reddy MD MSHP Center for Violence Prevention



Firearm Safety Toolkit

Firearm Safety in Clinical Care About  ContactUs  Edit * Following &8 Site access
+ New v €3 Page details Analytics Published 4/15/2025 @ Share v  / Edit
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Firearm Safety in ClinicaliGarenloolkit

The Center for Violence Prevention’s Firearm Safety in Clinical Care Initiative aims to
keep children and youth safer from firearm injury and death through safe firearm storage
education and distribution of gun locking devices.

Click here to read more firearm safety efforts at
CHOP

‘ a Click here to support funding for gun locks! ’
This toolkit provides a step-wise approach for integrating firearm safety education and

gun lock distribution into care environments at CHOP.

¢ Children’s Hospital
¢« I of Philadelphia’

Center for Violence Prevention

s


https://chop365.sharepoint.com/sites/FirearmSafetyinClinicalCare?xsdata=MDV8MDJ8Tk9WSUNLQGNob3AuZWR1fGYwMjY5MDc5OTAxMzQzMzcxMGZmMDhkZDI4MmYzNjA4fGE2MTEyNDE2MDdiMDQxYTU5YmIxZDE0NmI1NzVjOTc1fDB8MHw2Mzg3MTA5MDU0MjM4NjU5MzR8VW5rbm93bnxUV0ZwYkdac2IzZDhleUpGYlhCMGVVMWhjR2tpT25SeWRXVXNJbFlpT2lJd0xqQXVNREF3TUNJc0lsQWlPaUpYYVc0ek1pSXNJa0ZPSWpvaVRXRnBiQ0lzSWxkVUlqb3lmUT09fDB8fHw%3D&sdata=SHh2QmRCNXd5U2o5cTQyWVFFYlU0WEJEeURZRDR4cDJFdE5FOXdXSFl3OD0%3D&CT=1736866282277&OR=OWA-NT-Mail&CID=05c31fdc-1f3b-023c-e572-b75d667ea420&clickParams=eyJYLUFwcE5hbWUiOiJNaWNyb3NvZnQgT3V0bG9vayBXZWIgQXBwIiwiWC1BcHBWZXJzaW9uIjoiMjAyNTAxMDMwMDIuMTUiLCJPUyI6Ik1hYyBPUyBYIHVuZGVmaW5lZCJ9

31

SAFE STORAGE COUNSELING

tips and pearls

@ Children’s Hospital
¢« I of Philadelphia
Center for Violence Prevention



What if they say yes...?!

Do you have it
for work? Or
sport? Or

for your
protection?

Is it OK if we talk
a little bit about
the firearm, to be
sure we keep the

kids as safe as
possible?

Can | ask
where you
keep it?

@ Children’s Hospital
¢« 1§ of Philadelphia

32 Center for Violence Prevention



”I don’t want to discuss this!”

Everything we talk
about stays
confidential, we don’t
share any information
outside of your health
care team.

We don’t have to
discuss this if
you'd rather —
the reason I'm

asking is to help

you keep her
safe.

That’s no
problem, | let
all my patients
know we have
free gun
locking
devices.

@ Children’s Hospital
¢ I of Philadelphia

Center for Violence Prevention



“I teach my children not to touch guns”

Even a
2.59y0 can

It's so
crushing

pull the about that
trigger 9...2...7yo
who was

killed

Kids are so
Incredibly curious —
they often go
searching just to
see what they’ll find

My own
patients have
found
firearms they
thought were
toys

@ Children’s Hospital
¢ I of Philadelphia

34 Center for Violence Prevention



“But I need ready access”

How about a
biometric safe?

Or locking it
during the day,
when the kids
are awake?

Many people
FEEL safer with
flrearms -- but
when intruders
see weapons,
that’'s often when
they reach for
theirs

Firearm
training!

@ Children’s Hospital
¢ I of Philadelphia

35 Center for Violence Prevention



“I would know if my child was depressed ”

Suicide can be so
Impulsive, especially for
teens. People often
become suicidal in the
moment, because of a
thing that happened

Nine times out
of ten, If they
can access a
firearm, they'll
succeed

This isn’t
always the kind

of depression
we can see

@ Children’s Hospital
¢ I of Philadelphia

Center for Violence Prevention

36



“You’re asking because of my
(race/ethnicity/gender/political affiliation...)”

These days people
of all different
backgrounds own
guns

HCP’s across the country are
making firearm safety part of
our routine safety guidance

Firearms are the
leading cause of death
for children

We talk about the dangers
of firearms with all our
patients

@ Children’s Hospital
¢« 1§ of Philadelphia

37 Center for Violence Prevention



CHOP Firearm Safety Partners

Joel Fein MD MPH
Kimberly Sterner-Stein MPH MSW
Torrin Davis MPH SSGB
Bhavanna Muralidharan
Anireddy Reddy MD MSHP
Charlotte Woods-Hill MD MSHP o
Katie Hoskins PhD MBE CRNP and ©
Priya Shah MD
Deniz Cataltepe MD
Noreena Lewis JD
Falguni Patel MPH
Tessl Ruiz MPH
The Possiblilities Project
Injury Prevention Program
Dept of Pediatrics Chair’s Initiative “H of Bhimaceiphin
8 Center for Violence Prevention ST Enes preventen
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TO LEARN MORE: :ﬁ

AAP Course — Safer: Storing Firearms Prevents Harm
https://www.aap.org/Safer-Storing-Firearms-Prevents-Harm

NEJM Perspective Video
Reducing Harm — Having Conversations about Firearm Storage
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMp2310000

The BulletPoints Project: Tools for clinicians and educators
https://www.bulletpointsproject.org/

Northwell Health Campaign -- “It Doesn’t Kill to Ask”
https://www.northwell.edu/lock-guns

Everytown for Gun Safety
https://www.everytown.org/

Giffords
https://qgiffords.org/

Gun Safety Program, CHOP’s Center for Violence Prevention
https://violence.chop.edu/research-and-programs/qun-safety
gunsafety@chop.edu



https://violence.chop.edu/research-and-programs/gun-safety
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