
March 27, 2026

The Honorable Robert Aderholt
Chair
House Appropriations Subcommittee on
Labor, Health, Human Services, and Education
United States House of Representatives 
2358-B Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

The Honorable Rosa L. DeLauro
Ranking Member
House Appropriations Subcommittee on
Labor, Health, Human Services and Education
United States House of Representatives
2358-B Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Chair Aderholt and Ranking Member DeLauro, 

While we recognize Congress faces many difficult funding decisions this year, we respectfully urge you to 
provide strong Fiscal Year (FY) 2027 funding for the Children’s Hospital Graduate Medical Education 
(CHGME) program. Under bipartisan leadership, Congress has consistently supported the training of pediatric 
medical residents and strengthened the pediatric workforce that serves the needs of America’s children. We are 
particularly grateful for the $395 million in FY26 funding, including a $5 million increase. Continued robust 
support for CHGME is especially important as the country continues to face a youth mental health crisis and 
growing shortages across the pediatric health workforce. 

The CHGME program is the most important federal investment in developing and sustaining the pediatric 
physician workforce and in expanding access to care for children. When Congress created this bipartisan 
program in 1999, its intent was to fill a significant gap in federal support for pediatric training and help expand 
availability of pediatricians and pediatric subspecialists. Today, CHGME hospitals train 55 percent of 
pediatricians and pediatric subspecialists. These providers go on to serve communities in every region of the 
country. About two thirds of CHGME funded physicians remain in the state where they trained, caring for 
children in both rural and urban communities.   

Despite this critical role, CHGME remains significantly underfunded. CHGME accounts for only 1.7 percent of 
total federal GME spending even though CHGME hospitals train the majority of the pediatric workforce. At 
current federal funding levels, CHGME hospitals will receive only 38 percent of what Medicare pays on a per 
resident basis to Medicare GME hospitals in FY 2027. Sustained and increased investment is needed to ensure 
that children have timely access to highly trained pediatricians and subspecialists. Without additional support, 
ongoing shortages in many pediatric specialties will continue, with some specialty residency programs 
experiencing 20 to 40 percent fewer applicants in the last several years.

CHGME hospitals also have broad national reach. They serve children from 99.6 percent of all counties and 
territories, including nearly half of rural communities. These hospitals support the training of more than 90 
percent of pediatric subspecialists in fields like pathology, cardiac anesthesiology, and pediatric rehabilitation. 
They also host rotations for trainees from other GME programs, including military medical programs, many of 
which rely on these rotations to maintain accreditation.

As our nation continues to confront increasing mental, emotional, and behavioral health needs among youth, 
bipartisan federal support for CHGME is more critical than ever. Continued investment is necessary to expand 
access to pediatric specialists and ensure that children with complex medical needs receive the care they 
deserve. Strengthening CHGME funding in FY 2027 will help put pediatric training programs on a more level 
playing field with other federal provider training programs and protect access to care for families nationwide.



We recognize that Congress has a responsibility to carefully consider the nation’s spending priorities. However,
CHGME is a vital investment in the well-being of children across the country. We thank the Subcommittee for 
its longstanding leadership and urge strong funding for the CHGME program in FY 2027.  

Sincerely,

Kim Schrier, M.D.
Member of Congress

John Joyce, M.D. 
Member of Congress

Sanford D. Bishop, Jr.
Member of Congress

Sharice L. Davids
Member of Congress

Lori Trahan
Member of Congress

Hillary J. Scholten
Member of Congress

Brendan F. Boyle
Member of Congress

Pramila Jayapal
Member of Congress

Morgan McGarvey
Member of Congress

Jared Golden
Member of Congress

Chrissy Houlahan
Member of Congress

Terri A. Sewell
Member of Congress
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María Elvira Salazar
Member of Congress

J. Luis Correa
Member of Congress

Suzan K. DelBene
Member of Congress

Michael T. McCaul
Member of Congress

Dan Goldman 
Member of Congress

Gwen S. Moore
Member of Congress

Eleanor Holmes Norton
Member of Congress

Mary Gay Scanlon
Member of Congress

Bradley Scott Schneider
Member of Congress

John Garamendi
Member of Congress

Lloyd Doggett
Member of Congress

James P. McGovern
Member of Congress

Lizzie Fletcher
Member of Congress

Brian K. Fitzpatrick
Member of Congress
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Becca Balint
Member of Congress

Ayanna Pressley
Member of Congress

Robert C. "Bobby" Scott
Member of Congress

Kevin Mullin
Member of Congress

Robin L. Kelly
Member of Congress

Lateefah Simon
Member of Congress

Nikki Budzinski
Member of Congress

Danny K. Davis
Member of Congress

Adam Smith
Member of Congress

Marilyn Strickland
Member of Congress

Steve Cohen
Member of Congress

Suzanne Bonamici
Member of Congress

Darin LaHood
Member of Congress

Seth Magaziner
Member of Congress
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Jimmy Gomez
Member of Congress

Bill Foster
Member of Congress

Eric Swalwell
Member of Congress

Haley M. Stevens
Member of Congress

Chris Deluzio
Member of Congress

Mark Takano
Member of Congress

Linda T. Sánchez
Member of Congress

Julia Brownley
Member of Congress

Debbie Dingell
Member of Congress

Angie Craig
Member of Congress

Ilhan Omar
Member of Congress

Raja Krishnamoorthi
Member of Congress

Emanuel Cleaver, II
Member of Congress

Joe Courtney
Member of Congress
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Scott Fitzgerald
Member of Congress

Lucy McBath
Member of Congress

Ted W. Lieu
Member of Congress

Shontel M. Brown
Member of Congress

Diana DeGette
Member of Congress

Maxine Dexter
Member of Congress

John Rose
Member of Congress

Don Bacon
Member of Congress

Henry C. "Hank" Johnson, Jr.
Member of Congress

Bryan Steil
Member of Congress

Richard E. Neal
Member of Congress

Emily Randall
Member of Congress

Stephen F. Lynch
Member of Congress

Brittany Pettersen
Member of Congress
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Rob Bresnahan, Jr.
Member of Congress

Juan Vargas
Member of Congress

Paul D. Tonko
Member of Congress

Doris Matsui
Member of Congress

Vicente Gonzalez
Member of Congress

Greg Landsman
Member of Congress

Scott H. Peters
Member of Congress

Young Kim
Member of Congress

Jen A. Kiggans
Member of Congress

Jake Auchincloss
Member of Congress

Aaron Bean
Member of Congress

Sean Casten
Member of Congress

Judy Chu
Member of Congress

Josh Riley
Member of Congress
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Jennifer L. McClellan
Member of Congress

Mike Carey
Member of Congress

Sarah Elfreth
Member of Congress

Sara Jacobs
Member of Congress

Jamie Raskin
Member of Congress

Sarah McBride
Member of Congress

Max L. Miller
Member of Congress

Jahana Hayes
Member of Congress

Jefferson Van Drew
Member of Congress

Lloyd Smucker
Member of Congress

Jan Schakowsky
Member of Congress

Jim Costa
Member of Congress

Salud Carbajal
Member of Congress

Eric Sorensen
Member of Congress
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Josh Gottheimer
Member of Congress

Darren Soto
Member of Congress

Jim Himes
Member of Congress

Chellie Pingree
Member of Congress

David Kustoff
Member of Congress

Chris Pappas
Member of Congress

Donald Norcross
Member of Congress

Eric A. "Rick" Crawford
Member of Congress

Mark DeSaulnier
Member of Congress

Tony Wied
Member of Congress

Marc A. Veasey
Member of Congress

Maxwell Alejandro Frost
Member of Congress

Robert J. Menendez
Member of Congress

Jared Moskowitz
Member of Congress
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SETH MOULTON
Member of Congress

Jason Crow
Member of Congress

Gabe Amo
Member of Congress

Nellie Pou
Member of Congress

Mike Thompson
Member of Congress

Wesley Bell
Member of Congress

Joe Neguse
Member of Congress

Vern Buchanan
Member of Congress

Nanette Diaz Barragán
Member of Congress

Troy A. Carter, Sr.
Member of Congress

William R. Keating
Member of Congress

Emilia Strong Sykes
Member of Congress

Julie Johnson
Member of Congress

Gus M. Bilirakis
Member of Congress
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Teresa Leger Fernández
Member of Congress

Maggie Goodlander
Member of Congress

Kelly Morrison
Member of Congress

Ryan Mackenzie
Member of Congress

Johnny Olszewski, Jr.
Member of Congress

Michael R. Turner
Member of Congress

Derek T. Tran
Member of Congress

Troy Balderson
Member of Congress

Dwight Evans
Member of Congress
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